
​Millen Woods School Council​
​January 14th, 2026 Meeting Minutes​
​Welcome and Introductions (Dan / Emily / Ashley)​

​●​ ​Meeting called to order at 6:35 PM​
​●​ ​Land Acknowledgement - en français!​
​●​ ​Attendance taken (see attached)​
​●​ ​Motion to approve agenda - Erin​
​●​ ​Motion to approve November 2025 minutes - Hannah​

​Administration Report (Serena)​
​●​ ​Week of giving - very successful, lots of community involvement.​
​●​ ​Winter week with school-wide activities - movie in the gym, bingo, colouring contest, etc.​

​○​ ​Students loved it​
​●​ ​Tree planting day - very positive! There is a procedure to follow for success​
​●​ ​Bus evacuation for safety was practiced throughout the school​
​●​ ​Intramural​

​○​ ​Volleyball before the winter break for grade 6’s, against other schools​
​○​ ​Basketball has now commenced​

​●​ ​We are looking into branching out to other types of indoor activities for kids who need​
​alternatives to outdoor activities at Nutrition Break​

​●​ ​PD - marks for report cards​
​●​ ​Skating has been approved again at RIM park (every class grade 1+). Extra helmets are​

​available since it is policy for adults and students to wear them while on the ice.​
​●​ ​There have been families and students identified who could use additional support​

​○​ ​The item has been added to the new business section​

​Finance Report (Erin)​
​●​ ​Revenue total for November to January: $2756​

​○​ ​Readathon donations: $1766.98 (budgeted $1,000)​
​○​ ​Movie night $297, including pizza profits​
​○​ ​Friday popcorn $487​
​○​ ​Winter wonderland pizza sales (does not include the cost of purchase) $149​
​○​ ​HST rebate $57​

​●​ ​Expense total for November to January: $2,364​
​○​ ​School day fees $62​
​○​ ​Bus cost for a field trip is $222​
​○​ ​Dance-a-thon DJ + photo booth $1073​

​■​ ​Remaining budget $127 which is allocated to glowsticks​
​○​ ​Popcorn purchase $417​
​○​ ​Winter wonderland:​

​■​ ​Hot chocolate $590​



​■​ ​610 remaining for performer, craft, etc.​
​●​ ​Ending balance $24,675 for the School Council Account and WEFI​
​●​ ​Report attached.​

​Snack & Lunch Program (Ashley)​
​●​ ​Apples​

​○​ ​Ann circulated a notice on School Day that apple donations are required​
​●​ ​ESNS​

​○​ ​We should get our first installment this month from ESNS​
​○​ ​The next round of orders went out for February and March​

​●​ ​Popcorn / Ice Cream Sandwiches​
​○​ ​Popcorn is a hit with no complaints​
​○​ ​Salt N’ Vinegar - new flavour is a hit​
​○​ ​Orders will continue to be altered based on children's requests​
​○​ ​Ice cream sandwiches will take place on April 13, May 11 and June 15​

​■​ ​No additional volunteers needed​

​Action item:​​Ashley will work with Ann Moore closer to the date for ice cream sandwiches.​

​Fall Fundraiser (Read-a-thon) - Final Report (Emily)​
​●​ ​25,760 reading minutes were logged!!​
​●​ ​The kids loved bingo​

​○​ ​Helped the kids with their drive​
​○​ ​Thoughtful and equitable design​

​●​ ​The reading sponsors were:​
​○​ ​Wordsworth, J&J, It’s all wild co.​
​○​ ​Consider the Princess Cinema in the future​
​○​ ​Wordsworth is a great partner for the future​

​●​ ​Extra bookmarks were given to Mrs. Devereaux for prizes in the Library​
​●​ ​The prizes were handed out graciously without fighting / the kids were well behaved​
​●​ ​The group agreed that 2 weeks was perfect for the kids' attention span!​

​Winter Wonderland - Update - Jan 15 (PRadeep)​
​●​ ​Mad scientist​
​●​ ​Hot chocolate​
​●​ ​Murals​
​●​ ​Temporary tattoo​
​●​ ​Scratch sheets​
​●​ ​Most volunteer spaces have been filled; only a couple remain. Ashley posted the signup​

​sheet on Facebook for the last push.​
​●​ ​Pizza order is all good​

​○​ ​Will be delivered in the evening​
​●​ ​We are slightly above budget, but the pizza should cover.​



​●​ ​If buses are cancelled, then Winter Wonderland will also get cancelled​
​○​ ​We could reschedule​
​○​ ​Mad science​​could​​cancel due to the commute​

​Action item:​​Serena to post a school day reminding folks to use the side door for Winter​
​Wonderland.​
​Action item:​​Serena to figure out the stage.​

​Movie Night - Report (Ashley)​
​●​ ​Attendence was lower, which could be a result of:​

​○​ ​We moved the date to November vs. the typical April​
​○​ ​Illness​
​○​ ​movie choice​

​■​ ​The children were rowdier, so the movie didn’t grab their attention.​
​●​ ​AV went off without a hitch - YAY!​

​○​ ​Jake is ready to take over AV - succession planning complete!​

​Volleyball Poles, Nets and Gagaball purchase​
​●​ ​How do we buy them? May need a discussion with the Board.​
​●​ ​The Gaga Ball pit may need to be revisited, given that the proposed area has since been​

​replaced with rocks by the board without consultation.​

​Action item:​​Serena to investigate purchasing the volleyball poles and nets - next steps.​
​Action item:​​Serena to discuss location options with the Board for the GagaBall pit.​

​PROGrant - Garden Night Update (Ashley)​
​●​ ​Our application was successful, and we have been allocated $800​
​●​ ​Tentatively booked for Tuesday, May 5th​

​○​ ​The event costs a little bit more than that, so the next step is to develop a budget​
​and reallocate some budget into this event​

​Action item:​​Ashley will start coordinating the event and create a budget.​

​Dance-a-thon - March 6th (Ashley)​
​●​ ​DJ booked​
​●​ ​Need volunteers to help supervise the photobooth and greet kids coming into the gym​

​(hand out glowsticks)​
​●​ ​For more equity with the photobooth, someone could dress up in a costume or the buddy​

​bench for those who do not have a friend to join them in a picture​
​●​ ​It was requested that class schedules be sent home early, so parents can join if they​

​wish.​
​●​ ​Students may request songs during their time in the gym.​

​○​ ​Request APT, pink pony club, and golden for the kindies​



​Action item:​​Ashley will send out communications to Serena for circulation to Teachers​
​Action item:​​Send out communication to solicit volunteers, VSC required.​
​Action item:​​Serena and staff to think of activities for the other side of the gym​
​Action item:​​Glowsticks​​to be purchased.​

​Year-End Social - Sub Committee - June 18 (Ashley)​
​●​ ​We need a subcommittee to plan the event​
​●​ ​Activities in previous years:​

​○​ ​Sidewalk chalk​
​○​ ​Basketballs on tarmac​

​●​ ​Official name: Lolly-palooza​
​●​ ​The gym has been booked for back-up​
​●​ ​Freshco may provide the popsicles at cost​
​●​ ​Subcommittee: Emily & Emily​

​Action item:​​Ashley to forward contact for Freshco owner to the subcommittee.​

​Technology in Classes​
​●​ ​As part of the Movie Night conversation, there was a detour to technology and screen​

​time in classes​
​●​ ​Serena advised that many resources are available online, so students are using​

​Chromebooks throughout their day​
​●​ ​Printing costs are expensive, and take a huge part of the school’s budget​
​●​ ​The Board is currently reviewing policy for information that will be available to students,​

​and blocking sites​
​●​ ​Parents expressed concern surrounding the use of YouTube​

​Families in Need (Serena)​
​●​ ​We currently have $100 allocated for student subsidies​

​○​ ​We can re-allocate funds as required to provide more support​
​○​ ​During the meeting, the Board policies were reviewed, and it does not appear​

​that any exclusions would allow Council from providing support​
​○​ ​We cannot do gift cards​

​●​ ​Potential to solicit donations from the community​
​●​ ​Discussion of more transparency​

​○​ ​Right now, the school is looking for all the opportunities to make things more​
​equitable for all​

​●​ ​Nutrition for learning + food for kids are two available programs that could be looked into​
​○​ ​They do snacks and nutrition for all schools​
​○​ ​We’ve done donations in the past to both​
​○​ ​Food for kids is for weekend support​

​●​ ​ESNS - “add funds for a kid in need” → Needs review (LBP did this)​



​●​ ​We could investigate having a Millen Woods Food Pantry, with any surplus going to the​
​food bank​

​Action item:​​Serena to review with staff and provide a proposal for how Council can provide​
​support.​

​Deferred Items​
​○​ ​Book Swap (Deferred to June 2026)​

​Adjournment (Dan / Emily / Ashley)​

​Next meeting: February 11, 2026, at 6:30 in person with a virtual link​
​Google Meet Link:​​https://meet.google.com/ghp-dovi-ynb​

https://meet.google.com/ghp-dovi-ynb


​MILLEN WOODS SCHOOL COUNCIL​
​ATTENDANCE SHEET FOR January 14, 2026​

​#​ ​Name​ ​Position​ ​Email​ ​Initial for​
​Attendance​

​1.​ ​Serena Maharaj​ ​Principal​ ​serena_maharaj@wrdsb.ca​ ​SM​

​2.​ ​Ashley Feeney​ ​Co-Chair​ ​ashleylfeeney@gmail.com​ ​AF​

​3.​ ​Dan Collens​ ​Co-Chair​ ​dan.collens@gmail.com​ ​DC​

​4.​ ​Emily Bell​ ​Co-Chair /​
​Communications​
​Officer​

​ercorner@gmail.com​ ​EB​

​5.​ ​Emily Lutz​ ​Co-Secretary​ ​emilywyss@gmail.com​ ​EL​

​6.​ ​Hannah Weir​ ​Co-Secretary​ ​hannah.weir11@gmail.com​ ​HW​

​7.​ ​Erin Evans​ ​Treasurer​ ​erinnfranklin@gmail.com​ ​EE​

​8.​ ​Colleen Araya​ ​Volunteer​
​Coordinator​

​colleenmw@hotmail.com​ ​Regrets​

​9.​ ​Jake Billo​ ​IT Officer​ ​jake@billo.ca​ ​JB​

​10.​ ​Steph Honour​ ​Voting Member​ ​stephaniemhonour@gmail.com​

​11.​ ​Kristen Smith​ ​Voting Member​ ​kj_martin@hotmail.com​ ​Regrets​

​12.​ ​Sarah Nickel​ ​Voting Member​ ​nickelsarahm@gmail.com​ ​Regrets​

​13.​ ​Rachel Sarchielli​ ​Voting Member​ ​sarchrachel@gmail.com​ ​RC​

​14.​ ​Daniella​
​Cross-Henderson​

​Voting Member​ ​daniellacross@gmail.com​ ​Regrets​

​15.​ ​Sandeep Shroff​ ​Voting Member​ ​sandeep.k.shroff@gmail.com​ ​SS​

​16.​ ​Sam Powell​ ​Voting Member​ ​samantha_powell_4@hotmail.co​
​m​

​17.​ ​Sandra Ribes​ ​Voting Member​ ​mrs.s.ribes@gmail.com​

​18.​ ​Meaghan McGloin​ ​Voting Member​ ​meaghan.mcgloin@gmail.com​

​19.​ ​Pradeep Chandran​ ​Voting Member​ ​pradeep24s@gmail.com​ ​PC​

​20.​ ​Julia Klein​ ​julia.kleinhb@gmail.com​

​21.​ ​Maryam Elsabagh​ ​maryam_rashad@hotmail.com​

​22.​ ​Nicolas Mellet​ ​nicolas.mellet@net.com​

​23.​ ​Sarah Boss​ ​Slouboss@gmail.com​

​24.​ ​Hamed Hashemi​ ​s.h.hashemi65@gmail.com​

​25.​ ​Michael Da Silva​ ​michaeljdasilva@gmail.com​

​26.​ ​Raj Pancha​ ​Rajathepan@hotmail.com​

​27.​

​28.​

​29.​

​30.​




